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Copyright and Intellectual Property

This is a very simple outline guide and we suggest that you reference some of the
websites listed for a more detailed explanation

1. Basic advice
2. Useful reading

Basic Advice

e Copyright is a property right. For the purposes of this web site it is a right which
belongs to the artist in relation to the artworks they create.

e [tisaright which stops anyone from copying an artwork created by someone
else.

e Unless it has been agreed beforehand, whoever has created the artwork owns
the copyright and i s Thédremche mobee¢hdnomes ‘ The Au
Author: if two or more artists work together to create a work, they will own joint
copyright as authors of that work.

e Buying an artwork does not include buying the copyright and gives the new
owner no right to market copies or images of the work unless this has been
agreed in writing with the Author.

e Assignment of copyright means the legal transfer of copyright from the Author to
another. It must be done in writing.

e Selling or assigning copyright is not a good idea and should be avoided if
possible.

e Intellectual Property is in effect the same as copyright: it allows everyone to own
the things they have created, to control what happens to those things and to
benefit financially from them. Ideas are difficult to protect, but from the moment
an artwork exists, the right to protection is a concrete fact.

e Moral rights are the right of the artist to be identified as the Author of the work,
the right not to have anything falsely attributed to him/her, and the right to o
object to derogatory treatment of their artwork. Moral rights remain with the
Author regardless of what happens to his/her copyright and are designed to
protect his/her sensibilities.

e Photographs of artworks on permanent display in public places do not infringe
copyright, but they cannot be published or used in advertising without the
permission of the copyright holder.
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e Artists working with a business creating or displaying artwork should reach an
agreement beforehand regarding the use of images of the artwork. Publication of
the work in a catalogue, or on a website or postcard etc, designed to promote the
work is obviously in the interest of the both artist and the business. Using the
artwork or images of the artwork to benefit the business financially can only be
done with permission from the copyright holder who can agree a specific licence
to cover use for the purpose specified.

e Artists need to be aware that they can infringe the copyright of others by using
artwork or photographs to create new work.

Copyright and Intellectual Property

Useful Reading

The laws of copyright change frequently, make sure you are reading the latest edition as
it will contain the latest updates.

Book

The Users Guide to Copyright

Sixth Edition

Michael Flint, Nick Fitzpatrick and Clive Thorne
Tottel Publishing

Websites

www.creativecommons.org.uk

WWwWw.ipo.gov.uk

www.own-it.org

www.collectionslink.org.uk &
www.sirimo.uk



http://www.creativecommons.org.uk/
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/
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